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School News

PRSSA: Increasing National Involvement

The Rulon L. Bradley Chapter of the 
Public Relations Student Society of 

America has gained national recognition 
and dramatically increased student 
involvement on both the national and local 
level this past year. 

!is year, BYU’s chapter of PRSSA has 
two students on the national committee: 
Tyler Page and Cindy Badger. Page was 

elected vice president of professional 
development at national assembly last 
March by delegates from chapters across 
the country. BYU was also selected to host 
FORUM, PRSSA’s national newspaper and 
Badger was appointed as this year’s editor-
in-chief. 

Page is responsible for helping all 
PRSSA chapters maintain relationships 
with their local PRSA chapters and with 
professional advisers. Page also manages 
the PRSSA blog and supervises student-

run "rms, such as BYU’s own Bradley 
Public Relations. 

As the editor-in-chief for FORUM, 
Badger is responsible for supervising all 
aspects of the publication from layout 
and design to the budget for each issue. 
She works with a dedicated team of 
BYU students to create a professional 
publication. One of Badger’s main 

initiatives has been 
to create an online 
version of FORUM. 
Hosting the 
newspaper gives 
students a chance 
to be nationally 
published— a 
unique experience 
that will allow 
many PRSSA 
students to build 
their portfolios and 
their resumes.

Seven BYU 
students attended 
the PRSSA national 

conference in Detroit this year, adding to 
the chapter’s national involvement and 
recognition. BYU’s national committee 
members, some chapter executive board 
members and a few other students 
attended the week-long conference 
where they heard from prestigious public 

relations professionals, gained career 
advice and learned how to develop  
BYU’s chapter.

!e conference was an incredible 
experience for students to network with 
professionals, PRSA members and major 
employers. !e connections made between 
students from BYU and students from 
other chapters were equally valuable. 
Executive board members met with their 
counterparts from chapters across the 
nation and shared ideas, insights and 
personal experiences. 

At national conference, BYU’s chapter 
was presented with the Dr. F. H. Teahan 
award for outstanding chapter newsletter. 
!e chapter’s newsletter was singled out 
for its quality, design and content. !e 
chapter newsletter is published monthly 
and is managed and produced entirely by 
PRSSA members. 

In March, PRSSA will send a potential 
national committee member and a delegate 
to the national assembly in New Orleans. 
!e delegate will vote on the candidates 
for next year’s national committee. BYU’s 
candidate will have the opportunity to run 
for a position and represent the university 
and the Department of Communications 
as he or she works closely with PRSSA and 
other committee members to support  
local chapters.

A BYU student on the national 

Back row (L to R): Kevin Earl, Jake Davis, Carrie Van Dusen, Mike Wilson. 
Front row: Tyler Page, Rachel Call, Susan Walton (PRSSA chapter adviser), 
Cindy Badger, Laura Peers in Detroit (Photo by Kevin Earl).
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committee is an honor for the public 
relations program and keeps the chapter 
involved on a national level. National 
involvement is also a driving force that 
keeps BYU chapter members dedicated to 
PRSSA and the public relations "eld. 

!e chapter also continues to compete 
in various national competitions. Five 
PRSSA students are entered in the 2009 
Bateman Case Study Competition. In this 
national, annual event students compete 
for the prestigious award by creating 
and executing a detailed public relations 
campaign for an actual client. !e team 
is working closely with faculty members, 
dedicating much of their time and 
creativity to creating a campaign for the 

Consumer Bankers Association’s College 
Bound Aid program. 

Locally,  PRSSA strives to connect 
students. Student-to-student connections 
are fostered at PRSSA activities and as 
students participate on committees that 
facilitate PRSSA and community projects. 

!e Interlock Program is designed to 
match students with professionals who 
have experience in areas of public relations 
that interest students. Students 
and mentors are lined up 
and encouraged to meet on a 
monthly basis to discuss issues 
and careers in public relations. 

By aligning students 
and professionals based on 
interests and experience, 
the Interlock Program more 
precisely caters to students’ 
needs. Students can ask their 
mentors questions and get 
advice from, and network 
with, professionals who have 
careers similar to what they 
are seeking. !e Interlock 
program was recognized 
nationally at PRSSA’s national 
conference in 2007 when four 
BYU students gave a chapter 
development presentation on 
the program. 

By having students on the 
PRSSA national committee, 
hosting FORUM, participating 
in national competitions and 
maintaining a strong mentorship program, 
the Rulon L. Bradley Chapter of PRSSA 
continues local and national activity to 

produce outstanding future public 
relations professionals. As the chapter 
maintains its decades-long tradition of 
involvement, it will make many more great 
strides in continuing to be nationally 
recognized as a chapter and public 
relations program and in providing the 
best experience possible for the public 
relations professionals of tomorrow. 

!e Renaissance Center is home to General 
Motors’ international headquarters in Detroit 
and housed the 2008 national PRSA and PRSSA 
conferences in October (Photo by Kevin Earl).

Carrie Van Dusen (le") networking with 
UNC-Charlotte student Lucky Austin 
(Photo by Kevin Earl).


